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Electronic Lien & Title (ELT)

• June 1, 2015 - ELT Phase 1 Implemented.

• Lienholders, that are designated agents, have the ability to create 

electronic liens on Alabama certificates of title.

• The Department is notifying financial institutions (banks, credit

unions, pawnshops, etc.) that normally process applications to

record liens.  

• Lienholder must contact the Department to begin using ELT 

feature.  

• Titles are electronically issued instead of being mailed to the lienholder. 

• The lienholder can verify the status/issuance of the electronic title 

through ETAPS title snapshot screen.

• 3,800 ELT titles issued.



ELT - Process
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• An eLien Title is indicated as “Yes” on the Title Snapshot screen in the “Is 

eTitle” box. This is confirmation of the electronic lien title and is visible to 

anyone that views the Title Snapshot screen. Note that the Title Snapshot 

screen provides the Alabama Certificate of Title Number.

Electronic Lien & Title



Title System Modernization

• The Motor Vehicle Division is working with its developers to modernize the 

titling system. The new system will be called ALTS (Alabama Title System)

and is designed to replace ETAPS.

• ALTS will be a more of a wizard based system and user friendly.

• Each title transaction is being analyzed, to determine if the transaction can

be streamlined.

• Each reject code has been reviewed, in an effort to eliminate and combine

where applicable.

• MNVTIS Web Service Verification

• Increasing edits - Reduce errors 



Title System Modernization
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Administrative Rules

• 810-5-12-.01 Application for New and Used Motor Vehicle Dealer, Motor 

Vehicle Wholesaler, and Motor Vehicle Rebuilder Licenses –Application for 

Off- site Sales Event. 

• Amended - Effective January 4, 2016

• To establish a permanent location, an applicant must demonstrate to the 

department the satisfaction of at least three (3) of the following:

1. If the applicant is an individual, that his or her driver's license or non-

driver identification card is issued by Alabama.

2. If the applicant is a corporation, partnership, LLC or LLP that it is 

incorporated in Alabama or registered to conduct business in

Alabama as a foreign corporation.

3. If the applicant is a corporation, that the principal owner is a resident

of Alabama.



Administrative Rules

– 810-5-12-.01 Continued -

4. The applicant has filed an Alabama income tax return for the previous 

tax year.

5. The applicant has paid real estate or personal property taxes to 

Alabama.

6. The applicant receives utility bills in Alabama in its name.

7. Other factors that clearly evidence the applicant's legal residence in 

Alabama.

• When retail sales are conducted from a residence, the location must be 

properly zoned for business.

• A permanent location does not include the following:

1. A shared or common space with other tenants.

2. Space rented by the hour or day.

3. Cubicles

4. Temporary, virtual or rotating office spaces

5. More than one (1) dealer under the same roof



Dealer License

Year Status Count

2013 Approved 4446

2013 Rejected 109

2013 Revoked 70

2014 Approved 4524

2014 Rejected 40

2014 Revoked 80

2015 Approved 4405

2015 Rejected 56

2015 Revoked 175



Questions?


